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Dates for your diary and news from BCVS 

Bournemouth Volunteer Fair 
 

To recognise Volunteers Week, Bournemouth 
Borough Council and Bournemouth CVS hosted 
a Volunteer Fair at Bournemouth Library on 1

st
, 

2
nd
 and 4

th
 June 2016.   

 
In total 40 charities had a stand on one or more 
of the days and they reported it to be a great 
opportunity to not only promote volunteering     
to individuals and staff from corporate organisa-
tions but also to network with other charities.  

 

The Bournemouth CVS AGM will take place on 22nd September 
at the Connaught Hotel from 2pm. 
 
We are delighted to welcome Caroline Slocock, Director of Civil 
Exchange, as our speaker. Caroline has over 25 years of         
experience working in the public sector advising Government 
and as the CEO of the Equal Opportunities Commission and 
more recently within the Voluntary Sector at Refugee & Migrant 
Justice. She is the author of óIndependence in Question - The 
Voluntary Sector in 2016ô. She will speak about what she        
believes to be current threats to the independence of the sector. 
 
Caroline set up Civil Exchange at the beginning of 2011 to use 
her expertise and experience to help government and the        
voluntary sector to understand each other better and work more     

           effectively together.  
 
She has local connections and went to school in Bournemouth and grew up in the area.         
Her mother worked in the local voluntary sector for Help the Aged. We hope you will be able to 
join us for what promises to be a stimulating and important debate.  
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Spotlight on Volunteering 

LifeLink is a buddy scheme that matches people 
with a learning disability to a volunteer who 
shares the same hobbies and interests. 
 
This exciting project is run by Bournemouth   
People First and is funded for 3 years, by the Big 
Lottery. 
 
A recent report by Mencap found nearly half of 
people with a learning disability want to spend 
more time outside their home and 44% do not 
think they spend enough time with their friends. 
So the LifeLink project really helps to get people 
out, doing things they enjoy. 

Les Hebditch, a member of Bournemouth      
People First, wanted to go and watch local team 
AFC Bournemouth but had no one to go with. 
But, thanks to the LifeLink project his buddy Paul 
Reid, who also supports Bournemouth, has tak-
en him along, and they both enjoyed seeing the 
team win. 
 
Paul says: ñFootball is about passion and love 
of the game. People should not be excluded 
because of their disability. The LifeLink    
buddy scheme is a great way to share the   
excitement of watching, and volunteering      
is brilliant as I can see how much of a             
difference it makes to someoneôs lifeò. 
 

Les said ñIt was great going with Paul and the 
Cherries won! I am so pleased. I canôt wait to 
go again!ò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Without volunteers like Paul, Les would still be at 
home dreaming of going to the football.  
 
This is really what the project is about, making a 
difference, changing lives, and doing what you 
enjoy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a LifeLink       
volunteer can contact Volunteer Coordinator 
Jenny on 01202 303 765 or by email via 
jenny@bournemouthpeoplefirst.co.uk 

 

 

Volunteer Centre Bournemouth 

We have over 300 volunteer opportunities for 
people of all ages currently available with local    
voluntary organisations.  
 
If you would like any further information, or if 
you need volunteers to help your organisation, 
please contact Amy Collins, Volunteering      
Development Worker on  01202 466130 
(9.30am - 2pm) or send an email to:              
volunteeradmin@bournemouthcvs.org.uk 
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        Local Focus 
 

Faithworks Wessex 

Like many local charities, here at Faithworks we 
believe that there is Hope even in the darkest 
circumstances. 

ñSamò (70 years old) was referred to us by local 
social services for a home visit. They were in 
debt to several creditors amounting to Ã4000.  
They were living in fear of creditor phone calls, 
paying repayments that they couldnôt afford and 
there wasnôt any food in the house. As a result 
they were depressed, had tried taking their own 
life, had lost 2 stone in weight over the summer 
and was in a very bad way. We gave ñSamò a 
script to read to any creditor and they took great    
delight in saying this and putting the phone 
down ï they didnôt know they were allowed to do 
this!  We made an offer to creditors which they 
accepted and on review, we were able to offer 
more following the award of Pension Credit and 
Attendance Allowance. ñSamò now has a full  
larder and fridge, is putting on weight, repaying 
the debts and is almost free of stress.ò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But thatôs not all we do to bring Financial 
Hopeé the Faithworksô Money Matters team 
are now focusing on helping prevent such crises 
ï we will be running Financial Capability and 
Money Courses in Bournemouth and Poole    
college, at Probation, at the YMCA, and at local 
Childrenôs centres in the next year.  More info 
from Derek on 01202 429037. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thereôs Hope for Rough Sleepers too ï even 
with the growing numbers in Bournemouth.  Last 
winterôs Sleepsafe project (emergency winter 
beds at 7 local churches from Dec-Feb) won the 
Mayorôs Volunteer Group of the year award in 
May, so a huge thank you to the Mayor and of 
course to all the 65 volunteers ï through their 
work 40% of those who came to Sleepsafe went 
on to more secure accommodation!  Here is one 
of the many stories:  
 
Following a serious car accident, one man had 
been hospitalised for several months and     
therefore lost his tenancy and his home. He  
came into Sleepsafe to get stability while he got 
ID and re-established contact with family. It was 
a stepping stone to now having his own flat and 
a paid job.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in supporting either the 
Money Matters or Sleepsafe project please   
contact the Faithworks Wessex office on 01202 
429037 or visit www.faithworkswessex.org.uk  
and www.facebook.com/faithworkswessex 
 
There is Hope! 
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