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Welcome to the Winter                          

Issue of the VCS Voice 

Over half the population of Bournemouth use 
the services of the voluntary and community 
sector yet the work which they do often goes 
unnoticed until we are touched by a personal 
experience ï and then we may turn to them for 
help. The National Council for Voluntary Service 
has launched a new campaign called óBack   
Britainôs Charitiesô to celebrate the work of  
charities and encourage everyone to do what 
they can to support them. This could not come 
at a more important time as we learn from this 
yearôs UK Giving Report that charitable          
donations are down 20% in real terms while   
demand for services is rising dramatically. 
 
The more that charities can get better at meas-
uring and communicating the impact their work 
has on the lives of people, communities and 
causes, the more they will be able to attract   
investment and demonstrate to people the ben-
efit of making donations. If you would like help 
with measuring or communicating the value of 
your work please do not hesitate to get in touch! 
 
Meanwhile we hope you enjoy 

this issue of VCS Voice where 

we introduce you to another local      

organisation that is making a real 

difference to peopleôs lives and 

also to a really committed young 

volunteer.  

Charity Donations in the UK 
  

According to the Charities Aid Foundation, the 
past three decades have seen a generational 
divide in charitable giving in the UK which has 
continued to grow.  

More than half of all donations to charity 
(52%) now come from the over-60s,         
compared to just over one-third (35%) thirty 
years ago. 

The over-60s are now more than twice as    
likely to give to charity as the under-30s. In 
2010, Charities Aid Foundation observed 32% 
of the over-60s having given in the past     
fortnight, compared to 16% of the  under-30s. 
This compares to 29% and 23% respectively 
for the two age groups in 1980.  

Older people are typically more generous than 
younger, giving more as a share of their total 
spending. This ógenerosity gapô has widened 
over the past three decades. The over-60s 
are now more than six times more generous 
than the under-30s compared to less than 
three times more generous, thirty years ago.  

An earlier trend of increasing participation 
across cohorts has been reversed, while an 
earlier trend of increasing generosity across ï 
and within ï cohorts has been replaced by 
much flatter profiles.  

The report was compiled using more than 
three decades of information from 1978-2010. 

Source -  Mind the Gap, Charities Aid Foundation  Vivienne Aird, CEO, 
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Spotlight on Volunteering  

Diana Brocklehurst  
Volunteer  

  
Diana Brocklehurst volunteers with sedcat 
(South East Dorset Community Accessible 
Transport) through their social car scheme and 
the Shopmobility branch at Castlepoint. She 
has been working with them for the past 4 
years. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every Monday morning Diana helps out at  
Castlepoint Shopmobility. Clients arrive on the 
BAT Bus and need assistance with their     
shopping, whether it be for food or clothing, 
and Diana will help them get around the stores.  
This enables them to live independently at 
home. 
  
Diana also helps out with the social car 
scheme and has three regular clients. She will 
collect them from their homes in her car and 
take them anywhere they want to go. This 
could be to social clubs, nursing homes to see 
their partners or to the Post Office to collect 
their pensions. As it is a ñdoor to doorò service, 
Diana accompanies her clients on their trips. 

 

ñI get a great sense of satisfaction        
from volunteering. Over time  

You build up friendships with your  
clients, this adds a new dimension  

both to my life and theirsò 
 
For the past twelve years Diana has also     
volunteered for The Bournemouth and Wessex 
Talking Newspaper where she acts as          
secretary, reader and editor. Recordings of the 
news are made by a team of volunteers and 
distributed free of charge to  local people with 
visual impairments.  

The WRVS celebrated the Queenôs Diamond 
Jubilee by searching for Diamond Champions 
and Diana was chosen from over 4500       
nominees to become one of 60 regional        
Champions. At a prestigious award ceremony 
she received a pin that has been specially   
commissioned by Their Royal Highnesses The 
Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall, 
Patrons of the campaign.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diana also received the Runner Up Certificate 
in the Mayor of Bournemouth Volunteer Awards    
2011-2012. She was nominated by Alison at 
sedcat as a result of all her hard work.  

 
  
  
 

 

 

We have 320 volunteer opportunities      

currently available with local voluntary      

organisations. If you would like any further 

information, or if you need volunteers to 

help your organisation, please contact Amy 

Dowling, Volunteer Centre Administrator on 

01202 466130 (9.30am - 2pm) or by email 

at volunteeradmin@bournemouthcvs.org.uk 

Volunteer Centre Bournemouth  

Diana (right) taking Jean to the hairdresser 

Diana receiving her Diamond Champion award 



        Local Focus  

Facts about the Befriending Service       
provided by Bournemouth Society for      
the Visually Impaired (BSVI)  
 
The BSVI provide services and activities for 
blind and partially sighted people living in 
Bournemouth and the surrounding areas. 
 
One of the services they offer is a Befriending 
Service for people who can not get to the BSVI 
Centre in Ensbury Park.  Volunteer befrienders 
visit Members in their own homes providing 
company and assistance with general every-
day living. 
 
Befrienders can help in many ways such as: 

Chatting and providing companionship 
Reading mail, magazines, newspapers or 
other documents 
Writing letters and making phone calls 
Accompanying them on a walk 
Taking them on occasional shopping 
trips, if appropriate 

 
Currently BSVI do not charge for the service 
and by its very nature it is open ended. Usually 
a befriending partnership stops because the 
befriendee becomes too ill to continue, or 
moves away from the area. 
 
A telephone befriending service is also       
available for anyone in the area with sight loss 
who feels isolated.  
 
The BSVI have been running the befriending 
scheme for 20 years. They are always willing 
to consider befriending anyone who is blind or 
partially sighted and lives in Bournemouth or 
the surrounding area. They are also in need of 
more volunteer befrienders.  Geraldine Bradley 
is the contact on 01202 522184 or by email at 
geraldine.bradley@bsvi.org.uk 

For more information 

about BSVI and the other 

services they provide, call 

01202 546644 or visit 

www.bsvi.org.uk 

In this issue we spoke to Dennis who uses 

the BSVI Befriending Service  

Dennis is a 90 year old man who lives        
independently.  Dennis was registered as   
partially sighted about 8 years ago, it was at 
this time that he first heard about the BSVI 
through Social Services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the last 2 and a half years Philip Burt has 
been a volunteer befriender for Dennis.  Philip 
goes to see Dennis at his home once a      
fortnight for a couple of hours.  During his visit 
they do things like go out for meals or prepare 
lunch together.  They have become very good 
friends over the years and share a love of 
football. In between the fortnightly visits they 
speak on the phone regularly. 
 
Dennis really appreciates having a male  
companion, having someone to talk to and to 
talk things over with. Having a befriender has 
made a significant difference to his quality of 
life. Dennis is unable to walk very far now so 
the service that the BSVI offer is invaluable to 
him.   
 

ñPhilip does a great job.  He goes    
out of his way to visit me even    

though he does not have a car. He 
does so much for me and                 

will fetch me anything I needò  
 
Seeing the great camaraderie between Philip 
and Dennis just goes to show what an        
invaluable service the befrienders from BSVI 
provide.  

Dennis and Philip  

Bournemouth Society for the Visually Impaired (BSVI)  

mailto:geraldine.bradley@bsvi.org.uk


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

WHAT WHERE WHEN 

Children & Young People Forum Friends Meeting House 12th December 10am - 12pm 

Tendering Network Natural Science Society 24th January 2pm to 4pm 

Health and Care Forum Venue to be confirmed 27th February 2pm to 4.30pm 

Internet Safety Training Bournemouth University 5th March 6pm to 9.30pm 

 If you have some news to share or if you would like further                               
information on anything in this newsletter please email                                     

contactus@bournemouthcvs.org.uk or telephone 01202 466130  

NEWS FROM THE VCS 

We have equipment that we are able to loan to voluntary and community organisations free of 
charge. This includes two projectors (for PowerPoint etc), display boards, two projector 
screens, a laptop, extension lead, camera tripod, overhead projector and flip chart stands. All 
electronic items have been PAT tested. Get in touch if you would like to borrow any equipment.  
Our photocopying rates have been reduced. It now costs just £2 for 100 black and white or £3 
for 100 colour copies. Larger and smaller quantities are also available.  
Thank you to everyone who attended our AGM and helped make it a great success.  
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
We look forward to working with you all in the year ahead.  

NEWS FROM BOURNEMOUTH CVS 

  

  

  

 

Vita Nova have secured 
funding from the Arts  
Council and Lankelly 
Chase Foundation for an 
exciting new project 
RE:FORM which aims to 
bring creative writing into 
mental health institutions 
and treatment centres.  

Hospital Radio Bedside 
are celebrating their 40th 
anniversary. They 
broadcast 24 hours a 
day at Bournemouth, 
Poole, Wimborne and 
Christchurch hospitals 
and Poole Maternity 
Unit. 

Safe Partnership celebrated 

25 years of assisting vulner-

able victims of violence and 

crime in October. They have 

been shortlisted for Charity 

of the Year with an income 

of under £1million in the 

Charity Times Awards 2012.  

Sandyholme in Studland, 

Bournemouth YMCAôs 

retreat & activity centre, 

has been refurbished and 

extended with better    

disabled facilities.        

Discounts are available 

for charities and churches. 

The Big Issue celebrated 

their 21st birthday by running 

Health Week for their vendors 

as well as offering them 

courses at The College.    

Nationwide are also encour-

aging their staff to volunteer 

with The Big Issue. 

Over 70 volunteers and staff 

of BCHA got together to   

celebrate the achievements 

and contributions of volun-

teers over the last year. The 

range of volunteering roles is 

vast, but each one makes a 

huge contribution.  

Dorset Scrapstore has moved to Haviland Road in Bournemouth! They collect      
materials donated by industry and make them available to schools, local community 
groups and individuals as a valuable, low cost resource. Materials are suitable for 
use in arts and crafts. They help the environment by promoting recycling and       
reducing the amounts going to landfill. www.dorsetscrapstore.org.uk  


